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was pitched on, as a sort of medium between, etc.1 He is a
person of admirable qualities: and if he were somewhat
more active, and less timorous in business, no man would
be thought comparable to him.

}     The moderate of the other party seem now content to

; have a peace, and all our talk and expectations are full of

It: but I protest to your Grace I know not what to write

; upon this subject, neither could I tell what to say if I had

the honour to be with you.  Upon Lord Stafford's coming

over, the stocks are fallen, although  I  expected, and I

thought with reason, that they would rise.2 There is a trade

between some here and some in Hpllsuid^ of^JgcrHs^and

K&rarrd" th'ere" are some among "us wliose posts let them

info an imperfect knowledge of things, which they cannot

conceal. This mixture makes up the town-talk, governs the

price of stocks, and has often a great deal of truth in it:

besides, public affairs have often so many sudden turns

and Incidents, that even those behind the curtain can hardly

I pronounce for a week.   I am sensible that I have often

I deceived your Grace with my wise innuendoes. Yetulverily

I tynk j&aj iny intelligence w^^vj^^ri^t^t.^^^SP611* I

1 sent It.   If I had writ to your Grace six days ago, I would

have ventured to have given you hopes that a peace would

soon appear, and upon conditions wholly surprising and

unexpected.   I^^^^this^tp^you^whoUy^j^^ja^ence; and

I know nothing yet to change" my opinion, except the

desponding talk of the town, for I see nothing yet in the

contrivances of the Ministers.

It seems generally agreed that the present Dauphin3
cannot live, and upon that depend many measures to be
taken. This afternoon the Bill for appointing Commis-
sioners to inquire into the Grants, etc. was thrown out of
the House of Lords, the voices being equal, which is a great
disappointment to the Court, and matter of triumph to
the other party.* But It may possibly be of the worst con-

* Scott supplies ("Works," xv, 519) the words Whig and Tory.

2  It was during his temporary absence from Utrecht at that time
that the Earlof StraiFord by an attack on Marlborough gave occasion
for Lord Cowper's remark that he had been abroad so long that he
appeared to have forgotten not only the language, but even the con-
stittrtion of his native country.

3  The future Louis XV.

4  The inquiry under this Bill, which is said to have had for itsh had been published
